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rocks. Itis to him that science owes the direct demonstration
of the role of water in the formation of eruptive rocks. He
was first to transform obsidian, which is an amorphous
natural glass, into granite, using autoclaves made from
special steel which could withstand pressures of 3 x 10® Pa
at 770 K. Supercritical water breaks the bonds between SiO,
tetrahedra, thus permitting the reconstruction of the crystal-
line structure of the minerals which make up the rock. Jean
Wyart’s experiments, performed most of the time in cooper-
ation with Germain Sabatier, constituted a real turning
point in experimental petrology.

Jean Wyart was also one of the pioneers of scientific and
technical information. As early as 1941, he created in France
the Documentation Centre to enable scientists to retrieve
rapidly and efficiently the bibliographic information they
needed.

In 1945, he became President of the French Mineralogical
Society. In July 1946, he attended the meeting of the Pro-
visional International Crystallographic Committee, and
took part in the discussions of the Journal Subcommittee
and the Strukturbericht Subcommittee. In 1947, he became
a Co-editor of Acta Crystallographica, along with R. C.
Evans, 1. Fankuchen and A. V. Shubnikov, P. P. Ewald
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being the Editor. He remained a Co-editor of Acta until
1978. He was a member of the first Executive Committee
of the International Union of Crystallography, from 1948
to 1951, a Vice-President from 1951 to 1954 and President
from 1957 to 1960. He was one of the founders of the
French Crystallographic Association and the French
National Committee, Jean Wyart was well known by
crystallographers all around the world, and contributed
powerfully to the strengthening of international scientific
cooperation. He was a member of the French Academy of
Sciences. Many foreign academies honoured him by elect-
ing him as one of their members and by awarding him
prestigious distinctions.

I was his pupil, his collaborator, his colleague for 45
years; he never seemed to grow old. He always showed the
same juvenile spontaneity, never to be daunted when faced
with the problems of science. He knew how to communicate
his quiet enthusiasm, with the strength of a sincere, modest
and learned man.
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